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I N  T H I S  I S S U E :

NOTES   NERDS
The official newsletter of the Math Collaborative

What is our 
‘Why’?

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

COOL TEACHER STUFF

INVITATION TO THE ANNUAL
MATH MASTERS COMPETITION

“S t e p  u p”  and  j o i n  u s  f o r  e n gag i n g  p r o f e s s i o na l  l e a rn i n g .  R e g i s t e r  n ow !

CONTACT US

BEST OF NOTES TO FUTURE SELF:
THE 2023 COLLECTION

to

We imagine a world where an

appreciation for and understanding of

mathematics is not just a subject in

school but a magnificent tool that

empowers individuals to unlock their full

potential.

The Mathematics Collaborative is on a

fantastic odyssey to empower educators

and students to embrace mathematics

as a force for growth, problem-solving,

and self-discovery. 

https://www.facebook.com/MathCollaborative/
https://www.instagram.com/mathcollab/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/columbus-regional-mathematics-collaborative
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/calendar/mathematics?cid=5569&t=d&d=0000-00-00&cal=5569&inc=0


M y  a d u l t  s o n  w a s  v i s i t i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  h o l i d a y  a n d  w a s  m a k i n g  a  P B J .  H e  c a l l e d

f r o m  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  " D a d ,  w h e r e  i s  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  j a m ? "  I  h a d  n o  i d e a  w h a t  h e

w a s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .    

A s  m u c h  o u t  o f  j o y  a s  n e c e s s i t y ,  w h e n  o u r  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  g r o w i n g  u p ,  w e

w o u l d  c a n  s e a s o n a l  f r u i t  i n  m a s o n  j a r s  t o  m a k e  j a m .  T h e  c a n n i n g  s e a s o n

w o u l d  o f t e n  s t a r t  i n  e a r l y  s p r i n g  w i t h  b l a c k b e r r i e s  a n d  b l u e b e r r i e s ,  t h e n  r o l l

f u l l - s t e a m  i n t o  p e a c h e s  a n d  p l u m s ,  c o n c l u d i n g  w i t h  l a t e - s e a s o n

s t r a w b e r r i e s .   

A  t r i p  t o  t h e  F a r m e r s  M a r k e t  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  a  s t o p  a t  t h e  9 9 - C e n t  G r o c e r y

B a s k e t ,  w h e r e  o v e r r i p e  f r u i t s  p e r f e c t  f o r  c a n n i n g  w o u l d  b e  c h e a p  a n d

p l e n t i f u l .  T o w a r d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s u m m e r ,  I  w o u l d  p i c k  u p  a  c a s e  o f

s t r a w b e r r i e s  a n d  a  p i n e a p p l e  f r o m  t h e  b a s k e t  ( p i n e a p p l e s  a r e  g r e a t  j a m

f i l l e r s  w h e n  y o u  a r e  a  c u p  o r  s o  s h o r t  o f  a  b a t c h  f o r  c a n n i n g ) .  T h i s

c o m b i n a t i o n  w o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  b e c o m e  j a m .    

W e  w o u l d  s t o r e  t h e  j a m s  w e  c r e a t e d ;  t h e  n e w e r  j a r s  w o u l d  g o  t o  t h e  b a c k  o f

t h e  s h e l f  a n d  t h e  o l d e r  j a m s  w o u l d  m a r c h  f o r w a r d .  T h e  b l u e b e r r y  a n d

b l a c k b e r r y  f a i r  p u t  u p  i n  e a r l y  s p r i n g  r e m a i n e d  o n  t h e  s h e l f  u n t i l  t h e  m i d d l e

o f  S e p t e m b e r .  T h e  p e a c h  a n d  p l u m  j a m s  h a n g  i n  t h e r e  u n t i l  N o v e m b e r  a n d

e a r l y  D e c e m b e r .  T h e  s t r a w b e r r y - p i n e a p p l e  j a m  b e c a m e  a n  o f f e r i n g  o n  t o a s t

a n d  p e a n u t  b u t t e r  s a n d w i c h e s  i n  m i d  t o  l a t e  D e c e m b e r .    

A s  o u r  b o y s  g r e w  u p  a n d  m o v e d  o n ,  w e  d i d  l e s s  c a n n i n g  o r  p r e s e r v i n g .  T h e

l a s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  u s e  o f  t h e  v a s t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  j a r s  w a s  t o  c r e a t e  a  c a n d l e l i g h t

p a t h w a y  f o r  a  s c h o o l  p r o m .   

B a c k  t o  m y  s o n ’ s  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  “ D a d ,  w e  a l w a y s  h a v e  s t r a w b e r r y - p i n e a p p l e

j a m  a t  C h r i s t m a s ! ”  H e  w a s  r i g h t  -  b u t  I  n e v e r  m a d e  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n .  C h e r i  a n d

I  w e r e  c o u n t i n g  p e n n i e s  a n d  r a i s i n g  k i d s  a s  t h o s e  j a m s  p a r a d e d  o f f  t h e  s h e l f

i n t o  c o u n t l e s s  s a n d w i c h  l u n c h  b a g s .  

N E X T  P A G E . . .

Director's notes
by Peter

Anderson 

CRMC

Director
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Holiday Jam and 
Class Routines



C O N T I N U E D . . .

A s  I  r e f l e c t  o n  t h i s  l i t t l e  s t o r y ,  I  a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n  -  

“ W h a t  a r e  t h e  r o u t i n e s  w e  d o  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  t h a t  

c r e a t e  u n i n t e n d e d  c o n s e q u e n c e s ? ”   

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  h a v i n g  s t u d e n t s  s e a t e d  i n  r o w s ?  I  h a v e  v i s i t e d

o v e r  t w o  d o z e n  c l a s s r o o m s  i n  t h e  p a s t  w e e k  a n d  a l m o s t  6 0 %  h a v e  s t u d e n t s

l i n e d  u p  i n  r o w s .  I n  t h o s e  s a m e  c l a s s r o o m s ,  m o r e  t h a n  4 0 %  o f  s t u d e n t  t i m e

w a s  s p e n t  o n  t h e  c o m p u t e r .  

A r e  t e a c h e r s  u s i n g  s l i d e  d e c k s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  s t u d e n t  d i a l o g u e ,  o r  u s i n g  t h e m

a s  a  s c r i p t  f o r  a  l e s s o n ?  

T h e  l i s t  o f  p r a c t i c e s  e d u c a t o r s  e n g a g e  i n  c a n  g o  o n  -  a n d  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e .   

T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  n o t  c r i t i c i s m s ;  w e  d o  t h i n g s  w i t h  g o o d  r e a s o n .  B u t  w h a t

r o u t i n i z e d  t h i n g s  c a n  w e  l e v e r a g e  f o r  g r o w t h  o r  a b a n d o n  f o r  h i n d e r i n g

g r o w t h ?  

T h e  h o l i d a y  s t r a w b e r r y - p i n e a p p l e  j a m  i s  a n  a c c i d e n t a l  r o u t i n e  t h a t  h a s

b e c o m e  a n  i n t e n t i o n a l  j o y - f i l l e d  t r a d i t i o n .  

W h a t  a r e  t h o s e  r o u t i n e s  w e  c a n  c h a n g e  i n  o u r  c l a s s r o o m  t o  i m p r o v e

o u t c o m e s  ( t h i s  i s  w h e r e  e d u c a t o r s  c a n  m o s t  i m p a c t  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  t h r o u g h

p r a c t i c e s ) ?    

I  b e t  y o u  c a n  t h i n k  o f  o n e .  

H a p p y  M a t h s ,

V O L .  8 8
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B e s t  o f  “ N o t e s  t o  F u t u r e  S e l f ”  
t h e  2 0 2 3  C o l l e c t i o n
A t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  e v e r y  w o r k s h o p ,  t h e  M a t h  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  
e n c o u r a g e s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  w r i t e  a  r e m i n d e r  n o t e  t o  t h e i r  f u t u r e  
s e l v e s .  O u r  t e a m  o f  e l v e s  w o r k  d i l i g e n t l y  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  t o  s e n d  
y o u r  r e m i n d e r  t o  y o u  t w o  w e e k s  l a t e r .  W e  d e e p l y  v a l u e  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e  e v e r y
e d u c a t o r ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  u s  a n d  w e  a r e  t h r i l l e d  t o  s h a r e  j u s t  a  f e w  o f  o u r
( a n o n y m o u s )  b e s t  o f  “ N o t e s  t o  F u t u r e  S e l f  C o l l e c t i o n ”  f o r  2 0 2 3 .  

W e  h o p e  t h e s e  n o t e s  s e r v e  a s  a  s o u r c e  o f  a f f i r m a t i o n  f o r  a l l  t h e  a m a z i n g  w o r k
y o u  d o  e v e r y  d a y .

“ R emember  tha t  th i s  j ou rney  i s  no t  a  sp r in t .  Y ou  w i l l
a c c omp l i sh  su c c ess  on  a  da i l y  bas i s . ”

“ Y ou ’ r e  do ing  g rea t !  Jus t  r emember  tha t  these  s tudents  need  your  he l p  and
your  gu i dance !  You ’ v e  go t  th i s ! ”

“ T rus t  the  p ro cess ! ! !  Take  baby  s teps  &  don ’ t  ge t  o ve rwhe lmed .  
QT IP -  qu i t  tak ing  i t  pe rsona l . ”

“ L i s t en  t o  your  s tudents .  Le t  them know that  fa i l u r e  i s  a  b i g  par t  o f  be ing
suc cess fu l . ”  

“ Dear  Me ,  i n co rpo ra te  more  hands -on  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  engage  s tudents  and  he l p
them see  the  b i gge r  p i c tu re  as  t o  how a l l  t he  sub j e c t s  c onnec t  i n  some fo rm

or  fash i on . ”

“ Y ou  were  bu i l t  f o r  th i s !  Cont inue  t o  use  your  g i f t s  and
pass i on  f o r  t ea ch ing  by  hon ing  your  c ra f t  th rough

pro fess i ona l  deve l opment .  The  wor l d  needs  t ea chers ! ! ! ”

“ S t ep  ou t  o f  your  c omfor t  zone  and  l e t  go  o f  c ont ro l
more !  Your  s tudents  CAN hand l e  i t ! ”

“ Remember  s tudent  engagement  i s  the  key !  Be  w i l l i ng  t o
t ry  new th ings ! ”

“ A lways  r emember  your  why ! ! ! ”

“ Remember  t o  u t i l i z e  a l l  o f  your  r esour ces ! ! ! ”

“ Don ’ t  ho l d  ba ck  on  us ing  the  man ipu l a t i v es  and  l e t
s tudents  p l ay  w i th  math ! ”

202320232023



“ F r o m  C a l c u l a t o r s  t o  T h i n k e r s ”  
w i t h  K a r e n  H e n s e n

1 . 2 4 . 2 4  P r o b l e m  S o l v i n g  w i t h  F r a c t i o n s  &
D e c i m a l s

2 . 2 8 . 2 4  P r o b l e m  S o l v i n g  w i t h  G e o m e t r y

“ D i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ”  
w i t h  C a r l i e  O e l k e

1 . 1 8 . 2 4  G e o m e t r y  &  M e a s u r e m e n t

2 . 1 5 . 2 4  G u i d e d  M a t h

MATH COLLABORATIVE
SPRING SEMSTER 
2024 LINE-UP

P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t

K-2K-2

3-53-5

“ J u s t - I n - T i m e  f o r  t h e  N e w  G e o r g i a
M a t h e m a t i c s  C u r r i c u l u m ”  
w i t h  H o p e  P h i l l i p s

1 . 9 . 2 4 :  E x p l o r i n g  A r e a  &  V o l u m e

1 . 1 6 . 2 4  S y s t e m s  o f  L i n e a r  E q u a t i o n s

2 . 2 2 . 2 4  T o g e t h e r  &  A p a r t

“ H o w  D o  W e  T e a c h  U s i n g  M a t h  
M o d e l i n g  T a s k s ? ”  
w i t h  P e t e r  A n d e r s o n

1 . 2 3 . 2 4  H o w  D o  W e  P u t  t h e  L e s s o n  P i e c e s  T o g e t h e r ?

3 . 5 . 2 4  W h a t  H a v e  W e  L e a r n e d  a n d  H o w  D o  W e  G e t
B e t t e r ?

6-86-8

9-129-12

https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981863
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981863
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981875
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981801
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981820
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981975
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981988
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981991
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10992726
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10992734
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10992734


MATH MASTERS

WHY PARTICIPATE?
Naturally, it's all about snagging a
shiny trophy...but the real crème de
la crème is testing yourself with
difficult challenges, sharing with
teammates, and learning from
others! 

MARCH 16, 2024

For more information and to register, 
scan the QR or visit our Event Calendar: https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/11253389

ANNUAL COMPETITION 2024

2023 FIRST PLACE WINNERS: RICHARDS MIDDLE SCHOOL

THE ANNUAL MATH MASTERS COMPETITION: A MIDDLE-GRADES MATH CHALLENGE
THE CRMC, THE DEPARTMENT OF TEACHER EDUCATION, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
MATHEMATICS HAVE COME TOGETHER TO CREATE A STIMULATING MATH COMPETITION
TARGETING MIDDLE-GRADE STUDENTS. THIS COMPETITION AIMS TO CHALLENGE AND
SUPPORT STUDENTS' INTELLECTUAL GROWTH BY PROVIDING TASK-BASED MATH
PROBLEMS THAT REQUIRE TEAM COLLABORATION TO SOLVE.



VIDEO #3: 
How to Prompt AI 

(How to add specificity
to your initial

 request -- great for
creating rich word

problems) 

cool teacher stuff
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Contributed by 
Hope Phillips
CRMC Resource Specialist 6-8

A.I. (artificial intelligence)
F O R  T H E  U N I N I T I A T E D  B U T  C U R I O U S

I f  y o u  a r e  l i k e  m e ,  I  w a n t  t o  k n o w  a s
m u c h  a s  I  c a n  a b o u t  A I ,  b u t ,  u n t i l
r e c e n t l y ,  I  d i d n ’ t  k n o w  w h e r e  t o  s t a r t
m y  e d u c a t i o n .  R e c e n t l y - r e t i r e d  W e s t
G e o r g i a  R E S A  M a t h  S p e c i a l i s t  R e n e e
H o a r d  p o i n t e d  m e  t o  h e l p f u l  r e s o u r c e s
— k i n d  o f  a n  “ A I  f o r  D u m m i e s ” .
R e m e m b e r  t h o s e  y e l l o w  b o o k s ?  T h a t
t i t l e  i s n ’ t  t h e  b e s t ,  b u t  t h e  r e s o u r c e s
b e l o w  a r e  n o t  f o r  “ d u m m i e s ” .   T h e y  a r e
f o r  t h e  c u r i o u s - a n d -  c o m m i t t e d - t o -
c o n t i n u a l - l e a r n i n g  c r o w d . ”  I n  o t h e r
w o r d s ,  y o u  a n d  m e .  

T h e  W h a r t o n  S c h o o l  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  h a s  a  v i d e o
s e r i e s  t o  h e l p  e d u c a t o r s  n a v i g a t e  A I  b a s i c s .  A l l  v i d e o s  b e l o w  a r e
l i n k e d  a n d  l e s s  t h a n  1 3  m i n u t e s  e a c h :    

VIDEO #1: 

An Intro to AI
(What is generative

AI? What are pros
and cons?) 

VIDEO #2: 
What is a Large 

Language Model? 
(e.g., OpenAI’s ChatGPT4,

Microsoft’s Bing in Creative
Mode, and Google’s Bard.) 

VIDEO #4: 
Using AI as a Teaching

Assistant 
(Save time with AI—to

allow better use of your
instructional/planning

time – great for
“formative assessment”

creation) 

VIDEO #5: Students Using AI (Do students know theyare responsible for theAI content theysubmit? Do they know about AIhallucinations? Can AIbe an effective tutor?) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbGKfAPlZVA%27
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9gmyvf7JYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRf2BfDLlIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRf2BfDLlIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRf2BfDLlIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRf2BfDLlIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBxb5xW7qFo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBxb5xW7qFo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBxb5xW7qFo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZorvXYUZtRg


Mathematics Collaborative
Frank Brown Hall, 1127 Broadway, Columbus, Georgia

706.565.1474
anderson_peter2@columbusstate.edu

cool teacher stuff
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H o w  d o  w e  h a n d l e
m i s t a k e s  w i t h  o u r
s t u d e n t s ?  D o  w e
e n c o u r a g e  w r o n g
a n s w e r s ?  D a n  M e y e r
w r o t e  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g
a r t i c l e  o n  h i s  S u b s t a c k .
I t  t a l k s  a b o u t  h o w  w e
c a n  h a r n e s s  t h e  p o w e r
o f  s t u d e n t  m i s t a k e s  a n d
e v e n  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  a s
a  p o w e r f u l  t o o l  f o r
l e a r n i n g .   

I  h o p e  y o u  r e a d  t h e
a r t i c l e .  
I t  c a n  b e  f o u n d  h e r e :
D a n  M e y e r -  M a t h W o r l d s  

Do we value the
power of mistakes?

https://danmeyer.substack.com/
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/_docs/class-mistakes.pdf


Click the icons below to follow us on social media:

Click here to read more about our website: 

Columbus Regional 
Mathematics Collaborative
Columbus State University

Columbus Regional Mathematics Collaborative
Frank Brown Hall

1127 Broadway
Columbus, Georgia 31901

Mailing Address: 4225 University Avenue, Columbus, Georgia 31907

Keep the 
Math Magic Going!

Pledge your Support!

https://www.facebook.com/MathCollaborative/
https://www.instagram.com/mathcollab/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/columbus-regional-mathematics-collaborative
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/donate-to-crmc.php



